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CONFIDENTIAL  SECTION  01  OF  03  ISLAMABAD  002802 
SIPDIS 

EO  12958  DECL:  08/23/2018 
TAGS  PREL,  PTER,  PGOV,  EAID , PK 

SUBJECT:  IMMUNITY  FOR  MUSHARRAF  LIKELY  AFTER  ZARDARI ' S 
ELECTION  AS  PRESIDENT 

REF:  (A)  ISLAMABAD  2742  (B)  ISLAMABAD  2741 

Classified  By:  Anne  W.  Patterson,  for  reasons  1.4  (b)(d) 

f.  1 . (C)  Summary.  In  separate  meetings  with  Asif  Zardari,  PM  Gilani  and  Chief  of  Army  Staff  Kayani,  Ambassador  pressed  for  quick  action  on  immur 
f2 • (C)  Ambassador  met  with  Pakistan  People's  Party  (PPP)  leader  Asif  Zardari  on  August  23,  with  PM  Gilani  on  August  21,  and  with  COAS  Kayani  c 
f3 . (C)  Zardari  told  Ambassador  August  23  that  he  was  committed  to  indemnity  for  Musharraf.  Ambassador  stressed  that  only  the  promise  of  indemr 
f5 . (C)  Zardari  said  he  did  not  think  Nawaz  would  leave  the  coalition,  but  he  admitted  the  Pakistan  Muslim  League-Nawaz  had  become  increasingly 
Kayani  Worried 


f6 . (C)  After  an  August  20  meeting  with  visiting  S/CT  Coordinator  Dell  Dailey,  Kayani  asked  Ambassador  to  stay  behind  and  discuss  his  concerns 
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Musharraf, s immunity  bill.  Kayani  had  heard  the  large  meeting  of  coalition  partners  (chaired  August  19  by  the  newly  returned  Bilawal  Bhutto)  ha 
f.  7 . (C)  As  post  earlier  reported  (Reftels),  Kayani  said  he  took  Zardari, s commitments  to  now  ex-President  Musharraf  as  the  most  important  argun 
Gilani  on  Immunity,  Bajaur,  Subsidies 


f. 8 . (C)  Ambassador  met  with  PM  Gilani  and  Interior  Minister  Rehman  Malik  for  thirty  minutes  August  21,  after  a graduation  ceremony  for  U.S.  trs 
f9 . (C)  Gilani  said  the  PPP  was  going  to  provide  immunity  for  ex-President  Musharraf,  but  timing  was  important.  They  were  afraid  that  putting  i 
f.10.  (C)  Regarding  the  ongoing  military  operation  on  Bajaur  (in  the  Federally  Administered  Tribal  Areas),  Gilani  assured  Ambassador  that  it  wil 
f.11.  (C)  Malik  suggested  we  hold  off  alleged  Predator  attacks  until  after  the  Bajaur  operation.  The  PM  brushed  aside  Rehman, s remarks  and  said 
f.12.  (C)  Gilani  said  it  would  be  almost  politically  impossible  to  reduce  fuel  subsidies  (raise  prices)  in  the  short  term  along  the  lines  Deputy 
f.13.  (C)  Comment:  Nawaz  may  increasingly  be  considering  leaving  the  coalition  in  the  center  and  consolidating  his  hold  in  the  Punjab  because  he 
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challenging  their  ability  to  run  as  candidates  in  the  National  and  Punjab  Assemblies  respectively.  Until  he  can  sit  in  the  National  Assembly,  K 
PATTERSON 


